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Getting to Know God – Parts 1 & 2
(It has been said: “the greatest matter that can ever engage the attention of a man is the name, nature, person and work of God

(Charles Spurgeon said, “Would you lose your sorrows? Would you drown your cares? Then go, plunge yourself in the Godhead's deepest sea; be lost in his immensity; and you shall come forth as from a couch of rest, refreshed and invigorated. I know nothing which can so comfort the soul; so calm the swelling billows of grief and sorrow; so speak peace to the winds of trial, as a devout musing upon the subject of the Godhead”
(If there was ever a time when mankind needed to come to know and love God, it is today

(In this time of postmodernism mankind needs an anchor

· God does exist…

· He is the creator…

(He is the sustainer of life through His control of the universe…

(He is knowable – John 17:3

(In Acts 17:16-34, Paul proclaims the good news that the one and only true and living God is knowable even to the pagan city of Athens 

(Athens was a center of art and philosophy culture

(Perhaps in the days before Jesus was on earth it was the greatest city in the world

(Socrates, Plato and Aristotle were great philosophers of Athens

(Also, Epicurus, founder of Epicureanism (The philosophy originated by Epicurus flourished for seven centuries. It propounded an ethic of individual pleasure as the sole or chief good in life. Hence, Epicurus advocated living in such a way as to derive the greatest amount of pleasure possible during one's lifetime, yet doing so moderately in order to avoid the suffering incurred by overindulgence in such pleasure)

(By Paul’s time, besides being a political and commercial centre, Athens was a religious center, where almost every god in existence was worshiped 
(The pagan writer Petronius sarcastically quipped that it was easier to find a god in Athens than a man
(With this introduction – Acts 17:16 - 21
(Every public building was dedicated to a god, and statues of gods filled the city 
(This display of pagan idolatry spurred Paul to action

(Luke points out that while waiting for Silas and Timothy, Paul was greatly distressed by the idols (16)

(“Distressed” – is a strong word meaning to sharpen the mind, temper, or courage of someone, to incite, to impel. In the NT, it means to provoke or rouse to anger or indignation - The Complete Word Study Dictionary 

--.As would be expected, Paul wanted to share the true God and Jesus the Saviour to this city

(So, following his custom, he reasoned in the synagogue with the Jews and the God-fearing Gentiles – in the market place every day with those who happened to be there

(Epicurean and Stoic philosophers joined in the discussion

(Epicurean philosophy - pleasure and the avoiding pain are the chief end of man 


a. They were materialists, and while not denying the existence of the gods, believed they did not intervene in the life of mankind

 
b. Life ended in nothingness with no afterlife
(Stoic philosophy - believed in self-mastery as the greatest virtue


a. Self-mastery came as a result of feeling nothing – (pain or pleasure)


b. Basically they believed god was in everything 
(They believed self-mastery comes from being indifferent to both pleasure and pain, reaching the place where one feels nothing. In contrast to the practical atheism of the Epicureans, the Stoics were pantheists
(Stoicism and Epicureanism represent alternative attempts in pre-Christian paganism to come to terms with life, especially in times of uncertainty and hardship, and post-Christian paganism down to our own day has not been able to devise anything appreciably better” - F. F. Bruce

(Some of these folks viewed Paul as a “babbler” – The word here literally means "seed picker” - suggested images of a bird pecking indiscriminately at seeds in a barnyard. It referred to an amateur, someone who picked up idea scraps and spoke as though they were great statements of wisdom

(Others, thought Paul was speaking for a strange deity

(This provides opportunity for Paul’s next sermon – (introduction) Acts 17:22, 23
(Since these folks were always looking for something new, it provided a perfect opportunity 

(The message of Paul is in three parts: 


a. Seeing there is but one God


b. Coming to know who He is


c. Hearing what He has to say
(In Athens they tried to cover all the bases – TO AN UNKNOWN GOD

(An advantage – they believed there was such a being(s)
(It is interesting that the Bible does not argue for the existence of God

(The need for faith is clearly stated – Hebrews 11:6
(The Bible teaches that faith in God should be a given…Genesis 1:1; Psalm 19:1 – 3; Romans 1:18 - 20
(Cause and effect argues for God's existence

a. Only makes sense that order must have a cause


b. The Hebrew writer underlines this idea - Hebrews 3:3, 4

c. If this is true regarding a house how can it not be even truer with looking at our complex universe 

d. Surely the biological world with the complexity of the cell, to the miraculous transformation of caterpillars into butterflies, the etc. must speak of a creator

(The problem at Athens was not that they did not believe in deity, but in believing in too many deities 

(Paul gives the meat of his sermon - Acts 17:24 – 31
(God is the creator (17:24) was a bold statement considering the audience…

a. To the Epicureans, matter was eternal and needed no creator

b. For the Stoics, who were pantheists, believed everything was part of God—so He could not create Himself

(God as creator is unpopular with many in our day
(Considered foolish by many, creation by God, is dismissed

(The prevailing explanation of the origin of all things is evolution


a. Yet the fossil evidence does not support it


b. Also, natural tendency is for things to go from a more ordered to a less ordered state 


c. Isaac Asimov acknowledged that "as far as we know, all changes are in the direction of increasing entropy, of increasing disorder, of increasing randomness, of running down" 

(The statement of Paul in reference to the creation is an affirmation of Old Testament – Genesis 1:1; Psalm 146:5, 6; Isaiah 40:28; Jeremiah 10:12, 32:17; Zechariah 12:1
(This also agrees with New Testament doctrine – Ephesians 3:9; Colossians 1:16; Revelation 4:11, 10:6
(Interesting that even today the creation is a point of controversy…even with some who confess to believe in God

(While being the creator, God is continues to be the Provider – 17:25
(God needs nothing from man…


a. Yet, in recognition of who He is, He desires the praise of mankind 

b. James1:17; Matthew 5:45

c. His blessings and love ought to lead us to repentance, love and obedience – Romans 2:4


d. Paul knew that this was not always the case – Romans 1:18 – 25
(Paul knew that God is not a distant deity but He is not far from each of us – 17:27
(A Key Is “we are his offspring” 17:28
(Acts 17:29 - Paul wrapped up his message beginning with “therefore” we are God’s offspring…

(Some changes needed to be made because their thinking was incorrect


a. God cannot be constructed by human hands


b. The true God is much bigger than anything they can build for themselves

(The Athenians needed to understand that things had changed – Acts 14:16; Romans 3:25


a. Mankind must turn from idolatry and turn to God because…

b. Acts 17:31
(For the most part, the Greeks had no concept of judgment

(They preferred worshiping many gods instead of just one

(While their gods might become angry from time to time, there was no real accountability as Paul describes
(For many the concept of resurrection was unbelievable
(Yet, the entire message of Paul, the gospel, depends on the resurrection – 1 Corinthians 15:13, 14 
(Acts 17:32 – a mixed reception to the message…but there was success

